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This work is an interactive installation work created in response to the current unrest between Tibet and China and the skewed portrayal of this unrest by the media.  In this installation a 3D environment is presented for an audience to interact with and explore.  The 3D environment contains both pro-Tibetan and pro-Chinese images from a variety of media sources to present this issue.  Nonlinear projection is used to change the viewpoint within this environment providing another level of distortion.

About the Issue:

On March 15, 2008 it was announced that China had cracked down on Tibetan protests that had begun March 10 and had expelled foreign journalists from the region.

The unrest in Tibet is currently a popular news topic throughout the world.  Coverage of this topic has led to a large number of photos presented to the public.  As with most other controversial topics there are multiple sides to this issue and each side attempts to spin the news to benefit their point of view.  

In particular this issue features Tibetans, their government in exile, and worldwide supporters presenting this unrest as an unnecessarily violent suppression of protest, and the Olympics (and associated events) as a valid venue for protesting the governance of Tibet, and as a demonstration of the Chinese government’s a disregard of the Tibet people, culture, and religion, and suppression of news media’s freedom to report on such events.   Additionally these sources argue that the Chinese government is attempting cultural genocide upon the Tibetan culture.

On the other side of this issue is the Chinese government that feels this these events are part of an effort to sabotage the Beijing Olympic games, the army involvement as well as a large number of arrests was necessary to restore peace and end the violence and looting that rose out of these protests.

The Chinese government’s suppression of foreign journalist coverage of these events has led to an even greater than usual distortion of the events from both sides.  

News Sources: 

· http://www.cbc.ca/world/story/2008/03/14/tibet-protests.html
· http://www.cbc.ca/world/story/2008/03/16/tibet.html?ref=rss&loomia_si=t0:a16:g2:r2:c0.0889777
· http://www.cbc.ca/world/story/2008/03/20/tibet-china.html?ref=rss&loomia_si=t0:a16:g2:r3:c0.0735962
· http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/dalailama/ 

Virtual World:

The installation shows a virtual world.  This world is a 3D model a city block.  Instead of using realistic texture (i.e., building materials, asphalt road, etc) the majority of this world has been textured with images from news international coverage of Tibetan protests as well as local coverage (including support protests in Calgary, Canada).  The images chosen equally pro-Tibet and pro-Chinese portrays of these events.  

To show and explore this world a camera moves along a set path through the virtual environment.  The road that forms the path the camera follows has been textured with news articles.

The camera as it moves through the world displays the world through a variety of projections (not just the perspective projection cameras that audiences are used to).  Some of the well known projections possible include fisheye and inverse perspective as well as twelve other projections that have been created for this work.  

About the Installation:

The installation is made up of two screens at approximately eye level as well as a button providing interaction.  

The two screens are back projected displays known as modular ambient displays (MAD Boxes) and provide a viewing surface of approximately 36” diagonal.

Each screen presents of view of the virtual world travelling along the same path (one in a clockwise direction, the other counter-clockwise) with different projections.

A large red button, when pressed, allows the audience to change the projections used by both cameras at once. 

